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725 2 mon was not Sth 


? tended to be pub- 
3 'd, tho the Pub- 
> licatim of it was. 


_ defir'd as ſoon as 
it wWas bach d. 


But ſince it publickly and fre- 
quently has been objected from 
the Preſs, that at the Time when 
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the late cxccrable Comſpiracy Was 
brought to Light, the Pulpit was 
too filent on this Subject, and 
the Clogy, whoſe Duty it was 
by their Preaching and Example, 


to have promoted Obedience and 


 Aﬀechion to the preſent Government, 


and to have condemn d thoſe Rh 
treams of Diſloyalty and Wicked- 


es which a Member of their 
own. Body was found guilty of, 
appear d generally to neglect their 
Duty in each of theſe loftances, 
the Author therefore thinks it not 


improper to produce this Sermon, 
as a ſtanding and publick Tefti- 


mony, that the ſame Neglect of 


Duty is not chargeable 2 Him. 


In doing this, Th Defign is 
not ſo much to arrogate any Sate 
of Merit to Him if, as to keep 


clear 
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PREFACE. vii 
clear of a Load of Guilt, which 


muſt fall with in 1elible and 


* moſt deſervd Tnfamy wherever 
it falls. 


Nor is He deſirous that the 


Sermon {hall be admitted only 
as a Proof of His having for once 
dliiſcharged His Duty, but alſo 
of His being ready to diſcharge 


on every freſh Occaſion, even 


tho' a ſuture Diſcharge of it ſhould 
happen, like the paſt, to be at- 
| tended with the worſt Effects 
that can poſſibly be produc'd ei- 
ther by the Malice of profeſs'd E- 


nemics, or what He has experi- 
enced to be much more ſormida- 


ble, by the Envy of PR E- 


| TENDED FRIENDS. 
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Ps ar. LXXVII. 


| Thy Way 10 in the Sea and Thy 1 


in the great Waters, and Thy Foote 
ſteps. are not kwown. 


BHESE Words may 
either in a particular 
and confin'd Senſe be 
= referr'd to that ſignal 
Act of the extraordi- 
nary Power and Provi- 

| dence of God, that was 
* in the Deliverance of che 7/- 


raelites our of Ægypt, by opening a ſe- 


cret and wonderful Pailage to their 


Flight through the midſt of the Sea: 
Or elſe conſider d 1 in a larger a and more 


3 extended 


1 
extended Vicw, the Senſe of them may 
thus be fully expreſs'd, 


T HY Way, O Gov, or the man- 


ner in which Thy extraordinary Power 
and Providence is exercis d in Merczes 


and Fudgments, is ſecret and myſteri- 
ous, and remov'd beyond the reach of 
human Knowle cage. We indeed perceive 
_ and confels, that as often as Thou ſeeſt 
Mt gs x EO interpoles to 

ſuſpend, or ro enforce the Laws of 
Nature, and to regulate the Courſe and 


Series of Events. No leſs are we fen- 
ſible that Thou deſcendeſt from above 
to viſit the Earth; to correct the Errors 


of human Fraiity ; to check the Pro- 


gre! of impious Force; to pull down 
the Proud and to gle the Humble ; 
to reward the Juſt, and to puniſh the 


Dilobedicnt. Burt to determine in what 
particalar Tnſtances Thy extraordinary 
Power is thus pleas'd to intervene, we 


ought nor raſbly to preſume. Thy Mer- 
cies and Thy Judgmenuts tranſcend the 
Limits of our imperfect Auomledge.— 
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Thy Ways and Thy Paths are ſecret, 
and cannot be deſerib 8285 * 5 Foer- 
Reps are not Known. 


THE Word of my Text, as they 
are here explain'd, intimate 10 us this 
general Truth, That a particular, de- 


_ monſtrative Knowledre of the Mercies and 
Julgments of God, is what the Facul- 


ties of human Under! ading are in- 
capable of, . 


That tlie Truth of the £ oregoing Pro- 
poſition, which J have choſen to be the 


Subject of my preſent Diſcourſe, may 


be prov'd and fer before you in che 
cleareſt Light, it will be proper for me 


here to premiſe, that by Mercies and 
Fudgments is mcant thoſe Events in 
which the extraordinary Power of God 
interpoſes to confer Rewards, and to 


inflict Puniſhments, on Men in this 
Life, 


B 2 The 


(4) 


The whole then of what is aſſerted | 
in the Propoſition implied in my Text, 


is, That no Perſon is capable of know- 


ing with abſolute Certainty in What par- 
ticular Events the extraordinary Power 


of God interpoles to confer Rewards 


and to inflif Puniſpments ON Mey 


in this Life. 


Fo R ſince thoſe Events, in which 


the extraordinary Power of God inter- 
poſes to confer Rewards and to inflict 


Puni ſpments, are ſupernatural Events, 


or ſuch as cannot poſſibly be brought 
to paſs by the Power of Nature, or of 


ſecond Cauſes ; it's evident that we can- 


not be capable of knowing with abſo- 


lute Certainty, in what particular Events 


the extraordinary Power of God inter- 
' Poſes to confer Rewards and to inflict 
Puniſhments on Men in this Life, un- 


leſs we are capable of knowing with 
abſolute Certainty, what particular E- 
vents are ſuch as cannot poſſibly be 
brought to paſs by the Power of Na- 

tare, 


(5) 


ture, or of ſecond Cauſes. But if we 
are not capable of aemonſtrating what 
is the utmoſt Meaſure and Extent of 


the Power of Nature, we cannot be ca- 
pable of knowing with abſolute Certain- 
e, what particular Events are ſuch as 
cannot poſſibly be brought to paſs by 
this Power ; and conſequently we can- 
not be capable of knowinz with abſo- 


lute Certainty, in what particular Events 


the extraordinary Power of God inter- 
poſes to confer Rewards ana to znflid 


Puniſhments on Men in this Life. 


But is there any one amongſt us who 


is capable of comprehending the whole 
Meaſure and Extent of natural Power, 
| or of finding out the Standard of Poſ- 


ſibility, to which its ſeveral Degrees 


may with Certainty be applied 2 Can 
any one demonſtrate that ſo far may 


Nature go and no farther ; or that 


theſe are the Limits which her utmoſt 


Efforts can never exceed: Who is a- 
ble to trace out the Source and Ori- 


Zinal of each particular Event; or to 


diſcover 


LET 


diſcover the ſecret Springs from which 


all Things flow? Who can with ab- 
ſolute Certainty diſtinguiſh between na- 
be- 
teen Effects which are neceſſarily pro- 
duc'd by an infinite Cauſe, and thoſe 
which a finite Caufe may 1 88 


tural and ſupernatural Power 


duce : > 


As therefore all Men muſt needs be 
conſcious that they are not capable of 


| demonſtrating what is the utmoſt Mea- 


ſure and Extent of the Power of Na- 


ture, ſo may we juſtly conclude from 


hence, that no Man is capable of &xow- 


ing with abſolute Certainty what particu- 
lar Events are ſuch as cannot poſſi- 
bly be brought to paſs by this Power; 


and conſequently that no Perſon is ca- 


pable of knowing with abſolute Certainty 
in what particular Events the extraor- 
dinary Power of God interpoſes to con- 


fer Rewards and to inflict Puniſhments 
on Men in this Life; or in other Words, 


thata particular demonſtrative Knowledge 


of the Mercies and Fudgments of God 
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43 
is what the Faciltics of human Under- 
ſtanding are incapable of. 


Ic being thus prov d that no Perſon 


is capable of a particular demonſtrative 
Knowledge of Mercies and Fudgments, 
it's evident that all Pretences to ſuch 
a2 #nowledge ought every where to be 


look'd on as Preſumptuous and Vain. 


For ſuch a Knowledge as this is too high 
for us : 


Our utmoſt Faculties can ne- 
ver attain unto 2. 


We know indeed in general, that the 


extraordinary Providence of God inter- 
poſes in frequent and manifold Events, 


both to confer Rewards, and to inflict 
Puniſhments on Mcn in this Life, tho' 
we are not capable of knowing in what 
particular Events His extraordinary Pro- 


 vidence is thus pleasd to interpole. 
Tho the Lord dwelleth on high, and 


tho Ze hath prepar'd his Seat in Hea- 
ven, yet we are ſure that Ze bumbleth 
Himſelf to behold, and to recompenſe 
What is done upon Earth. Tho' Clouds 
aud 


and to chaſtiſe the Oppreſſors; to con- 


e 


/ and Darkneſs are round about Him, yet 
the whole Creation lies open before 


Him, and every Part of Nature is con- 
feſs'd to His View. All Things are 


Teen and obſerv'd by Him, tho He 
Himſelf is unſeen and unoblerv'd by 


all. No Events can come to paſs, but 


what He foreknows: None but what 
He has Power to controul and prevent. 
If Danger beſets us, He is able to avert 
it: If Diſtreſs overtakes us, He can 
reſcue us from it. Good and Evil are 
in His Hand : Happineſs and Miſery 
are at His Diſpoſal. The Iſſues of 
Life and Death belong to Him: The 
Viciſſitudes of Health and Sickneſs are 
ſubject to his Will. Joy and Sorrow; 
Pleaſure and Pain; Plenty and Want, 


obey His Word, and fulfill His Com- 


mandment. His extraordinary Power 
and Providence interpoſes whenever He 
knows it needful to govern and di- 
rect the Courſe of human Affairs; to 
deliver the Innocent, and to confound 


the Guilty; to comfort the Oppreſs'd, 


fer 


we; 
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fer preſent Rewards, and to inflict tem 


poral Puniſhments. 


But to know with abſolute Certainty 


in what particular Events He thus in- 
terpoſes, is Knowledge which He hath 
reſerved to Himſelf alone, 
which our finite Underſtandings ought 
not to aſpire. For both His Mercies 
and His Fudgments are unſearchable, and 
His Ways are paſt finding out. 
Waters fee THEE, O Gop, the Va- 
ters fee THEE and are afraid ; The 


and to 


| The 


Depths alſo are troubled at T HY Pre- 


| ſence : : But THOU concealeſt THy- 
SELF from the Sons of Men; The 


Inhabirants of the World cannot eſpy 
THEE— HO art about our Path, 


and about our Bed: But we perceive 


THE E not- - THoU makeſt the 


Clouds T Hv Cb aud walkeſt on 


the Wings of the Wind : But we can- 
not point THEE out THY 
WAY ISIN THE SEA, AND 


THY PaTHS IN THE GREAT 


QC W As 


C8) 


and Darkneſs are round about Him, yet 


the whole Creation lies open before 
Him, and every Part of Nature is con- 


feſs'd to His View. All Things are 
ſeen and obſerv'd by Him, tho' He 


Himſelf is unſeen and unobſerv'd by 


all. No Events can come to paſs, bur | 


what He fore knows: None but what 


He has Power to controul and prevent. 


If Danger beſets us, He is able to avert 


it: If Diſtreſs overtakes us, He can 


reſcue us from it. Good and Evil are 
in His Hand: Happineſs and Miſery 
are at His Diſpoſal, The Iſſues of 


Life and Death belong to Him: The 


Viciſſitudes of Health and Sickneſs are 
ſubject to his Will. Joy and Sorrow; 
Pleaſure and Pain; Plenty and Want, 
obey His Word, and fulfill His Com- 
mandment. His extraordinary Power 
and Providence interpoſes whenever He 
knows it needful to govern and di- 


rect the Courſe of human Affairs; to 
deliver the Innocent, and to confound 
the Guilty; to comfort the Oppreſs'd, 


and to chaſtiſe the Oppreſſors; to con- 
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aud about our Bed: But we perceive 


CF 7 


fer preſent Rewards, and to inflict reni- 


poral Puniſhments. 


But to know with abſol ate Certainty 


in what particular Events He thus in- 


terpoſes, is Knowledge which He hath 
reſerved to Himſelf alone, and to 
which our finite Underlandings ought 


not to aſpire. For both His Mercies 
and His Judgments are unſearchable, and 


The 


His Ways are paſt finding out. 


Waters ſee THEE, O Gop, the Ma- 


ters ſee T HEE and are afraid; The 
Depths alſo are troubled at T HY Pre- 


ſence : But THOU concealeſt TH y- 


SELF from the Sons of Men ; The 
Inhabitants of the World cannot eſpy 
TO u art about our Path, 


THE E not- THouUu makeſt the 


Clouds Thy Chariots, aud walkeſt ou 
_ the Wizgs of the | Wind : But we can- 


not point THEE our- : Thy 
WAY ISIN THE SEA, AND 
C | $f WA 


WAT FHS: Put Try FOOT STEPS | 
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Hy ING now ſufficiently prov'd 


that no Perſon is capable of a par- 


ticular demamſi rative H owledre of Mer- 
cies and Fee gc, T Hall proceed to 


prove, What I take to be an obvious 


and neceilary Conſcquence of the fore- 
going Doctrine, that no Interpretati- 


on by which particular Events are de- 
clar'd to be Merczes or Judgments, can 


with aZ/olute Certainty be depended on 
as true. 5 


For ſince ſuch Interpretations are 


founded only on the Opinions of Men, 
and not on demonſtratiue V. nowledge, they 


cannot admit of any greater Certainty 
than can be allowed to the Foundation 
on which they are built. But how can 


an alſolute Certainty be allowed to the 
1280 of weak and fallible Men? 
To Opinions which poſſibly may 


owe their Being to a corrupt Heart, 
or 
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or a deceiv'd Imagination; to a di- 


ſtemper d Body, or a diſorder'd Mind > 


an 


———To Opinions, which may be the 
Effects of Superſtition, or Ignorance, 


or Folly : Which may ſpring from an 
unjuſt Prejudice, or a groundleſs Pre- 
poſſeſſion; from an unreaſonable Hu- 


mour, or a vain Conceit > —— And 
laſtly to Opinions, which may be call'd 
forth by the treacherous and deluding 
Voice of our partial Affections and 
miſgovern d Deſires ; which may be 


uttered by Fear, or Anger, or Pride ; 


which may be dictated by a preſump-. 


tuous Hope, or be ſuggeſted by a 


ok and irreligious Deſpair. 


By the Force and Tofluence of ſuch 
Opinions as theſe may the Handy wor k of 
Man be miſtaken for the Finger of God; 


and the Gperations of ſecond Cauſes may 


be miſconſtrued the As and Interpoſi- 


tions of the firſt» The molt natural 


Event may appear to be a Prodiay; 
and the moſt inſigniffcant Occurrence 
here below, may be look d on as a 

G3 Sign 


2 
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— 
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gig and a Wonder from above: Tn 


ſhort, every fortunate Accident may be 
dcem d a Bleſfi mg ; and every diſaſtrous 
Circumſtance ay be turnd into a 
| Curſe. 5 


: Where is then the Perſon who can 


pronounce infallibly, that any particu- 


lar Events are either the Mercies or 
the Judgments of the moſt High? Can 


any of us declare that Eaſe and Proſ- 
perity are always the Rewards of 
Heaven; and that Riches and Honours 
are its conſtant Gifts? Can any of us 
be ſure that our Actions are approvd 
of by God as often as we happen to 
enjoy Proſperity; or that he ſmiles on 
our Undertakings whenever He ſuffers 
them to retain Succeſs 2 ——— Or 
can any of us diſcern the certain To- 


kens of divine Vengeance in the threat- 


ning Appearances of natural Producti- 
ons, and in the gloomy Aſpect of or- 


dinary Events? Can we with an un- 


erring Hand point out cach ſingle In- 


ſtance in which temporal Evils are the 


Inſtru- | 
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Inſtruments of God's Wrath, and na- 


rural Calamitics are the Exccutioners 
of His Juſtice 2 In which Adverſity is 
made His Sword, and Aflictions be- 


come Vis Scourge 2 In which He chides 


as in Storms, or rebukes in Whirlwinds 2 
In which the Thunder proclaims His An- 


ger, and the Lightning is the Blaſting 


of the Breath of his Diſpleaſure d 


But who is there ſufficient for theſe 
Things ; or who is there qualify'd to 


be the Author of ſach Interpretations of 


particular Events as can with ab/olute 
Certainty be depended on as zrue? For 


ſince particular Events cannot with ab- 


ſolute Certainty be interpreted Mercies 


3 or Fudgments, without a particular de- 
monſtrative Kuowledge of Mercies and 


Fudgments ; ard ſince it has been prov'd 
that no Perſon is capable of this Xnuow-_ 
ledge, it neceſſarily follows that thoſe 
Tuterpretations by which particular E- 
vents are declard to be Mercies or 
Judgments can never with abſolute Cer- 
tainty be depended on as true; and con- 

ſequently 


* 
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ſequently that ſuch Interpretations may 
ſometimes be liable ro Deluſion and 
Miſtake, and even ſometimes may be 
falſe, and frivolous, and vain. 


As therefore it appears that no In- 


terpretations, by which particular Events 
are declared to be Mercies or Fudgments, 
can with alſolute Certainty be depended 

on as true; ſo may it from hence be juſtly 


inferr d, and uſefully applied to our- 


ſelves as a Duty, that we ought not 


raſhly to interpret particular Events to 
be either Mercies or Judgments. 


And that every one amongſt us may 
eſſectually be diſſuaded from preſuming 
thus raſhly to interpret Events, it will 
be proper for me here to repreſent to 
you the ſinful and miſchievous Conſe- 


quences which ſuch Interpretations may 


be attended with. 


Dy 
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By raſhly interpreting particular E- 
vents to be Mercies, how often have 
the greateſt Sinners laid Claim to the - 
Rewards of God, and flatter'd them- 
ſelves with groundleſs Aſſurances of 
His Favour? How often have Men 
> hoped for the Bleſſings of Heaven on 
the moſt execrable Deſigns ; and have. 
2 truſted to its Aſſiſtance in the moſt a- 
bandon'd Attempts 2 Hence it is that 
Barbarirics have been practis d without 
Remorſe; and Blaſphemies have been 
avowed without Suſpicion of Guilt. 
Hence it is that Tyrants have ſung | 
Praiſes ro God for the Execution of 
their Cruelties ; and Infidels have gi- 
ven him Thanks for the inhuman Out- 
Z rages of their Zcal againſt the true 
Faith. For if the Proſperity of a Cauſe, 
or the Succeſs of an Enterprize was 
2 raſhly to be interpreted a Mark of 
> God's Favour, and a Proof of His Ap- 
pPlrobation, how devoutly might an im- 
zy _ pious Cauſe be adhered to? How reli- 
RY giouſly might the worſt, and moſt vil- 
lainous 


W 
2 


lainous Enterprizes be accompliſh'd > 


By this means might Men be ſo far de- 
luded as to think that they glorify 


God whilſt they diſhonour His Name ; 


and that they promote the Will of Hea- 
ven whilſt they are fighting againſt it. 


They might even perſuade themſelves, 
that it's meritorious to be unmerciful, 


and their Duty to be unjuſt: That 


their Errors and their Failings are ac- 
ceptable to God, and that their Sins 


and Iniquities entitle them to his Re- 
wards. Thus might they be encou- 
raged ſecurely to perſiſt in the moſt 
fatal Opinions, and impenitently to 
proceed in the moſt deſtructive 
Crimes. - ; 


Such might be the Conſequences, 


were particular Events to be raſhly in- 
5 rerpreted Mercies. Or, on the other 
Hand, were particular Events to be thus 
interpreted Judgments, how malignant 
might be the Influence of ſuch Inter- 
 pretations > 


It 


9 3 


It might confound Wiſdom, and 


fcuſtrate Strength. It might blaſt the 
molt vertuous Deſigns, and might bat- 
fle the moſt pious and uſeful Reſolu- 
tions. For by means of ſuch Interpre- 
tations, we might dread the Diſpleaſure 
of God whilſt we were encompaſſed 
with His Favour, and might tremble 
under Judgments in the midſt of Mer- 
cies. We might ſink into deſpair when 
our Hopes ought to riſe to the great- 


eſt | Height; and might caſt away our. 


Confidence in God, when our Conſi- 
dence in Him ought ciicly to be retain d. 
Hence it is that Men have ſunk un- 


der Atflictions which they might ea- 
ſily have ſurmounted ; and have yicld- 


ed to Difficulties which they were a- 
ble to overcome. Hence it is that 
they frequently have courted Danger, 


and invited Deſtruction; that they 


have wilfully neglected the Methods 
of Jelf- Defence, and obſtinately have 
refus'd the Means of their Delive- 
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rance. And laſtly, hence it is that 
- THE - Miſery and Ruin of a whole Na- 
tion and People, has ſometimes been 
owing to a miſinterpreted Token of 
divine Wrath, and a miſtaken Appre- 


henſion and Senſe of Judgments. 


THrvs has the e of a C o- 


raſh Interpretations of particular Events 


been atrended wirh the moſt ſinful and 
miſchievous Effects. 


As it cherefore de bern inferr'd 
from the foregoing Doctrines deduci- 
ble from my Texr, that we ought nor 
raſhly to interpret particular Events to 

be Mercies or Judgments; ; fo may it 


farther 
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MET prov'd fatal to Kingdoms ; and 
Armies have been routed by an Eclypſe 
of the SUN. Thus have Seditions 
been kindled by the Flame of an E x- 
 HALATION; and the Peace of a Go- 
vernment has been ſhock by the Ex- 
ploſion of a METEOR. And thus in 
every Age and Country have the 
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farther be inferr d that we ought not 


 raſhly to ove Credit to ſuch Interpreta- 
| tions. 


Axp that none of us may raſhly give 


| Credit to ſuch Interpretations, let us 
all be advis'd never to give Credit to 
any Interpretations but ſuch as we have 
tried and judg d to be true, by com- 


paring them with that unerring Rule 
and Standard of Truth, which Reaſon 


and the Holy Scriptures furniſh us 


with. If on ſuch & Trial! any Inter- 
pretations of Events ſhall appear ro be 


{ abſurd, or impious ; if they aſcribe to 
God what is unworthy of His Power, 
or inconſiſtent with His Goodneſs ; if 
they repreſent Him as a cruel, or an 


unjuſt as a partial or a capricious 


Being; if they tend to Wen Wi 


tue, or promote Vice; or if in any 
reſpect they are contrary to the com- 
mon Peace and Intereſt of Mankind; 
then we may pronounce with full Aſſu- 
rance of Certainty, that ſuch Interpreta- 
„„ tzons 


C20 } 


tons are abſolutciy falſe. But if on the 
above- mention d Trial, any Interpretati- 


ons of Events arc found to be ſtrict- 


I conformable both to Reaion_ and 
| Revelation, and entire 3 conſiſtent with 
all the moral and natur Attributes of 
God; and if they PER to His ex- 
traordinary Previdence nothing but what 
is perfectly worthy of 8 and nothing 
that can reaſonably be aſcrib'd to any 
inferiour Cauſe, we may hen with Se- 


curity and Con! dence rely on the Truth 
of ſuch Inte! Fpretations. 


As therefore fach Interpretations of 
Events as theſe, can afford us the on- 
ly juſt and proper Occaſions of Hope, 
or Fear; of Humiliation, or Thankſ- 
giving, with regard to Mercies and 


Tudzments; ſo we may preſume that 


Jach Inrerpretations as theſe are made 
whenever we are directed by the Wiſ- 


dom and Piety of our Governours, ei- 
ther to humble ourſelves in the Pre- 


ſence of God under Publick Fudgments, 


or 
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on has been viſited with. 
indeed fo ſeldom have we met together i 
under a Senſe of Fudgments, fo often 
have we been furniſh'd with uncom- 
mon Occaſi tons of Joy and Thankſpi- 
ving for Mercies, that it may poſſibly 


7 J 


or to render Him Thanks for National 
Mercies. In Obedience to ſuch wile 
and pious Directions we have lately 
[2] offerd up a moſt juſt and pro- 


per Sacrifice of Praiſèe and Thankſgi- 


ving to God, who in the midſt of 
Tudgments has remembred Mercy, and 
has deliver d us from thoſe dreadful 


Calamities which a neighbouring Nati- 
And 


be the Means of juſtifying our Joy 


and Thankſgiving on ſuch Occaſions, and 


of confirming us in our Gratitude ro- 


wards our heavenly Benefactor, ſhould 
J here endeavour to point our to you 


ſome of rhoſe numerous Bvent in 


P ea. D for our Deliverance from 
the Plagu 


which þ 
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which the extraordinary Providence of 
God has ſeem'd pleas' d to 1 
in our behalf. 

„ 

WHEN cho Light of the H oL y 
GosPEL was almoſt ext ingui ſp d, 
and when Darkneſs, worſe than what 
Agypt felt, had overſpread this Land, 
then did #he Sun of Righteouſneſs a. 
riſe : The Glory of the Lord ſhone round 
about us. Then were Holy Men rais'd 
up by God, who with the Meckneſs, 
and Courage, and Wiſdom of Moſes, 
deliver'd our Fore- fathers from the Ben- 
dage of Popery, and by compleating 
the glorious Work of the REFok- 
MATION, eſtabliſl!d a CHURCH 
on the Foundation of the Apoſtles and 
Prophets, Jes Us CHRIST Him- 
felf Ping the chief Corner ſtone. 


CHURCH was at r that Time 1 = 

by the Hand of God, fo has IT hi- 

therto been wonderfully preſeryd and 
protected 
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protected by it. Fot if the Lord Him- 
ſelf had not been on our fide when the 
Enemies of our Neligion have attempt- 
ed ius Overthrow, and eſpecially when 
its Overthrow was almoſt accompliſh'd 
under the late Reign of a Popiſb and 
arbitrary King, we ſhould now have 
+ been reduc'd under the ſervile 7 oke of 
4 FEY | 
4 | Roman Superſtition and Tyranny —— 


8 
= nor our Fore-fathers were able to bear. 
„ Bur it pleasd God to diſpel our 


. bs Fears and to remove our Dangers, by 
ny lending a PRINCE to our Aſſiſtance, 
„„ who ſeemd formd by Heaven to be 
the Scourge of Tyrants, and the Deli- 
verer of the Oppreſsd. A PRINCE, 
3 whoſe Abilities were equal to every 
grear and glorious Enterprize ; whoſe 
= Virtues were ſufficient ro entitle Him 
to Empire; and whoſe Actions will 
always endear His MEMORY both 
to the preſent and to ſueceeding Gene. 
rations, as long as GRATITUDE 
{hall 


that deteſtable Toke, which neither we 
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ſhall be practis d amongſt Men 


0 as long as any Footſteps of LIB E R- 
R xx ſhall be found on Earth. 
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Nor was our Experience of the A i- 
| vine Mercies terminated by the Life of 
N this incomparable PRINCE. For when 

1 the Throne was vacant by the Death of 

Will | - BY 1 WEE . 
n the late Queen, and when our Religi- 
. and Laws had been threaten' d with 
| 
| 
| 
| 


zmpending Ruin from the powerful Mea- 

fares which had been taken to betray | 

us into the Hands of a Popiſh Succeſſor, 

thoſe Meaſures were 1 diſap- 

pointed, and the PROTESTANT 
SUCCESSION 5 happily took 

Ef Place. It's therefore to be aſcrib'd to 
10 the Interpoſition of Providence, that 
9 inſtead of being ret by a Perſon 
| nar of an uncertain Birth=— educated in 
0 the School of Superſtition and Tyranny 
4 — and deſtitute of every Virtue that | 
can recommend Him to the Affections 
of a brave and a free People, we arc 
. 5 now protected by a molt wile, and re- 
4 . 1 ligious, 
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li pious, and indulgent KiN 6, under 
whoſe mild and equitable Government 
we are ſenſible of zo Decay lead- 
ing into Captivity——no juſt or rea- 
ſonable Complainings in our Streets. 


To the ſame Interpoſition of Provi- 
= dence may it alſo be aſcrib'd, that the 
 Tumults and Inſurrections of His Ma- 
5 | jefty's faithleſs Subjeils have timely been 
" ſuppreſs d ; that their Plots and Conſpi- 
FE racies againſt His Perſon and Govern- 
= ment have been as Vain as they were 
Wicked as unſucceſsfully Execu- 
ted, as they were unjuſtifiably Con- 
triv'd; and particularly that the late 
moſt e Conſpiracy (a Conſpiracy 
attended with all the ſhocking Cir- 
cumſtances of Guilt and Horror) tho 
& artfully form'd, and ſecretly conducted, 
has happily been brought to Light, to 
che everlaſting Confuſion and Infamy 
2 of its e whoſe Crimes are ſo 
& Black and Enormous, as not to want 


Aggravation, or to admit of Excuſe. 
E From 


1 


From the foregoing Inſtances of the 
 alivine Mercies, which have been ſo a- 
bundantly beſtowed on us, we may 
juſtly conclude that the Lord of Hoſts 
is with as, and that the God of Jacob 
#5 our Refuge; that our Religious and 
our Civ Conflitution is approv'd of by 
God, and that our faithful Endeavours = 
to defend zt will entitle us to His Fa- 
vour. Therefore let us ot be afraid © 
| tho" the Harth be moud, and tho the 
Fills be carried into the midſt of the Sea? 
Tho the Waters thereof rage and ſwell, ® 
and thy the Mountains ſhake at the Tem- : | 
EE peſt of the ſame. But let the violent 
and reſtleſs At:emprs of our Adverſa- | 3 
ries to {ubvert our Happineſs, teach us 4 
to engage with redoubled Ardour, and 6 
Courage in irs Defenſe. And as we 
have all Lig 4 ourſelves in the Aricteſt : 
and moſt jacred Manner, to promote M 
Loyalty and Submiſſion to our Co- 
wernours, and to diicourage the con- 3 i 
trary Practices, o ict us adhere invio- þ 
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lably to theſe Obligations. Let no one a- 
” mongſt us appear as a Mover of Sediti- 
on, or as an Advocate in the Cauſe of 
dur common Enemies, however mo 
(Characters may be eſteem d by us, 
we may honour the Stations in which 
© they arc placd. And laſtly, in Return 


for thoſe peculiar and uncommon Marks 


of the Divine Favour, which we of this 
Church and Nation have been diſtin- 
guiſh'd with, let us 2uite with one Feart 
and with one Month in giving Glory, and 
2 Honour, and Worſhip to God, even to 
4d OUR GOD, who only is to FR prais . 
' who ouly doth wondrous Works— WHOSE 
WAY is IN-THE SEA, AND. 
wHosE PATHS ARE IN THE 
GREAT WaTE RS, AND WHOSE 
FooTSTEPS ARE NOT K NO OW Ny 


To HI M therefore, T HE FATHER 
the Son and the HoLy GHOST, 
THREE PERSONS and ONE 
Gop, be aſcribd all Glory, and Ho- 
nour, and I orſhip, both. now and for ever- 
more, 
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